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Individualism or Dividualism?
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PART 01
Introduction

Why we choose this topic

Individualism and Modern Civilization

* Individualism is the foundation
of modern Westem civilization
(civilization as progress)

« Imported into East Asia after
modemization

cf. Soseki Natsume “My

Individualism™

HERE Lo@EAZR]

PAR
Cases in Ja

d A
n Earthquake

Reality: Japanese are more
individualistic than believed
« BYFRAS (REERZVIRRY
+ There is no empirical evidence for
that myth
* The tendency to strengthen uni
and act collectively to ownm v
extemal mmu nh- genel
umnn uj not
imied 1 the Japane 'o ee
ox. he Red Scare mm«a
* Results of ps)
ificant differer

Americans.

ical studies: No
nce in the degree of
Japanese and

TLINE
ou .

BN Q v
PARTO: PART@2  PARTO3  PARTO4
\bosuction UMM Casesis  Conclion

soen e

What are individualism and dividualism?

Indvdaten (RALR
+ amphasizes he worth of the ndwdual

+ Indhvidusls Gannot be further dvided, and the
Genter of the ndvidual & e orvy true sef

Divesabarn La

« Ou parsonaitns dfler Som staen 10
st.anon 2Duidusls

= Instend of fecognizing Only cne “¥ue sel” at
the center, i thess mutiple
PArsoraleins 35 our “¥UR T

e
on rewersnos

w
Dividualism and Fengtw/Fudo (X £ //# 4)

+ Fengtu/Fudo is the environment that surrounds you,
including a variety of things from material to social
structures

\ « Fengtu/Fudo allows us to be a dividual in each social
context.

\

~
—~

and the myth convinced people.
« Japanese-style management (H
ALEH®) | seniority system (4
1h3)) |, bullying (L)

Kanji(BF) of the Year

* As part of its efforts to encourage
people to rediscover the profound

significance of kanyi, “The Japan
Kanyi Aptitude Testing Foundation™
holds the event every year. In this
event, they collect kany characters
that best represent the societal
trends of the year and then
announce the kanji with the most
votes at Kiyomizu Temple in Kycto

* In 2011, *¥2" was chosen as the
kanji of the year.

11



What is the meanin, I
of "7 e | The change before and after the earthquake
9 e o e | « from individual to dividual
B R A )
Sestschdt W Corvoonn The i of i is coming to light in
T oy s oo oSt situations kike...
3 ::_':_: ARSI g o ‘ + Evacuation from the tsunami while calling to the neighbors
vty and e, o spenieg i\ Living in an evacuation shelter
;."’.‘."L’.:E"‘ ot ?;E«If:_e;?oa f“_:‘;_.a:’ + Relocate to the higher ground
Wrnds, owod onas. and pecpm O \- Returning home from evacuation sites after the nuclear disaster
Commnton

-~
R 50 served s & reminder of he ragiey of \ ~
Puman relationshs, which are said 10 be -
WG wesker 1

The change before and after the earthquake To be more precise...what is “the disaster

defense network"
* “intermediate group” [ ME /P L WEAE ) “the disaster defense network” in ¥ SR & # % /\ K5 8]

) nearby residents assisting those with disabiities who could not evacuate on
The n:ommd'wmm group” is coming to ight because they. their own

-local community like shopping district Some people were saved during the earthquake due to this network.
-various occupatonal group Some people were helped by their neighbors even though the network faded
‘ -religious group ‘ to function.
. ted in the ctivities at first. and they did a great durog peacetme.
\Pimogdlomm %’mamwa irst. and they did a great job by \
~ ~
- —

“State-Intermediate Group-
Individual™ by Durkheim
Bineiman rooamaaus o Sudle-
Intermediate group- ndividual’

<the problem of persistence of
intorhodiate GroUPS

the state a5 a general pawer must crush
paeutar powdrs of ermediate groups
870 & teada 10 relsase eraiguals Toot

rmediate groups
<the problem of absence of intermediate
oroups>

intermediate are necessary to
B e R e
u«mﬂeggmup‘

PART 03
Cases in China

Chinese experience: the
vanishing community?

Chinese experience: the
vanishing community?

Is the previous fudo dsappearing? HuTongs disappearing in Bejing
<Transcending Boundaries> Xiangbiao The tragedy of "4 & i )L°
Bottom-up organizadons and ol

Ccooperason

Normaiization: community relationships
playng

8 less important role
Trusting your neighbor VS trusting the
government

‘W
Roots of the culture of Xuannan( ¥ %) \
Industial upgrading -
The shops inside communities under
crisis
Wholesale markets being cleared
Atransition between two wals.
3

Chinese experience: the

vanishing community?

+ Losing cognition of “Nearby——
Xiangbiao

« Teens becoming more individualistic

. who are not aware of nearby
cannot

* describe faraway either

Chinese experience: the vanishing

community?

Reflection:

* The developing oniine society Fudo breaking out of the geographic unt?

. Lnﬁmguﬂsm not only content of Fudo, but also switching the form of
Lo’

* Internet fudo? Software fudo? media as fudo?
‘ « Can fudo really exist beyond real “earth™?

* People cannot escape dividualism + I online society really a society? Pecple merely expressing rather than
+ Dividualism has to come back | communicatig
~
-
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Chinese experience: the vanishing
community? I
« Point one: Losing conscious of nearby?

= What exists around you still matters!

« Rather than becoming individual, maybe people are just
developing a new term of dividual

= Point two: Is individualism really negative?
' « Private space and valuable leisure
\- Retired people naturally reform their community
. @ understanding of Fudo?
e

o

Waves of back-\
and-forth |
between
individualism
and

dividualism WA |

- -
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The Relationship b Hi and

ERAT SRR
LTHAP RER
TRET BN

Relationship between Humans and Nature in Chinese
‘Fengtuji’ s

Ancther type of relationship between human and rature:

s egular 3ed extreme, passove
resignation, b
13
[
Example b4
L]
. 2} (desriting Camboda)
¥ . ¥ NEASAN. NEFM. FRAF. BXED. K8
CAL, NRER, W BN, A ARWE, WBAL. GHASA,

L] . B
AWRE, 1RO RRFAZAN. ARLRBERRT. Mein

B R, KA MR, RARNENL

change thew own wary of Ife and corent with ratuse

“climate” says people submit to nature, to be patient in front of nature. (D)

However, from study about 2011 north east earthquake, we can also learn
pecple continued 1o leaning and making changes to solve the problem of nature
or disaster(3(Q2)

1933 Sanriku earthquake =B XM - firstly start to make the effort 1o solve
tsunami problem (depend on experiences)

1976 Tokai earthquake SN R
start to focus the measures to prevent tsunami problem
Including education, atart or hazard map.

1993 Hokaido Southwest Offshore Earthquake L5l IM2 P18 M with 11m
tsunami >4, banks (1885) wed.
Start to create high scale banks or buddings to pravent tsunami

problem (before 2011)

4
1, hip b s and Nature in Climate
1. Nature ghves gift 10 humars.
type and the meadow type)
2. Natere mposes viclence on bumans.
X humans
type)
o . of and estreme, hy
3 Ratere (the mansoon type)
v
Example
*  Cimate {describing Indla)
* i general, apart from the few areas where there s a plentiful supply of water, the food of
of whether & is late,
whetrer due time and brings
moment. i the monioon is staormal, then a bad cxop ensues, bad enowgh to bring.
Calamity. Anciently. wherev bad Ted
recent times, uch f4 Butthere
- ot Inda's & M possis o tha
. bady's restance and plagues rage. (p25)
.
A rog 50
they submit passwvedy to nature.
r -
lationship b ans and Nature in Real Life :
* When the violence of natwre is iregulsr and extreme,
@ people sbmit to &
(@ people change their way of e to conist with it
o Inrestife, DD
accumutated by previous penerations.
S .
. people can only subma to it
Ernerations and developing a new way of Ide
I\ i ehis wor chvikaation — ways for heman 10 being n the workd — is developed ‘
r H
measures to solve tsunami (;85R) °
°

Before 1933 (Meiji Sanriku Earthquaie )

People even did not tsunami was caused by Sauth (R

Earthquakes.

L o
The 2011 Great East Japan
Earthquake.




— — ®
@
: Economic loss: The economic loss caused by the earthquake is :
Deaths and missing persons: The death exceeds 15,900 people, and with i i ing the cost to exceed
the number of missing exceeds 2,520. 35 billion US dollars.
vaue.ﬂ:vAs of Mu.ch 1, 2024, approximately 26,000 people are Fukushima Dalichi Nuclear Power Plant accident: The cooling system
still living in evacuation shelters. of the nuclear power plant stopped functioning, ralsing concerns.
about the overheating of nuclear fuel and the leakage of radioactive
materials.
.
.
o ® —
4 Japan Meteorological Agency’s Tsunami Warning System:
.
After 2011
The Japan Meteorological Agency (IMA) can
i ; i
Since the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, Japan ::‘::,::,p' J:.":'"::&":ﬂllm::‘w‘ 3
has impl. d a series of to improve its minutes after an earthquake, and these
tsunami response capabilities. warnings are issued by tsunami forecast area.
I the earthquake magnitude exceeds 8, they
. o issue warnings and advisories based on the
. o  Madimum expected tsunam

A 4 A ERay?

Disaster

0000
“
0000

To strengthen disaster response, the
Japanese government has estab¥shed the
position of “Disaster Management
Supervisor® to cocrdinate the central
government's response measures and liaise
with local governments. In addition, each
ministry and agency ensures a personnel
force of about 1,000 people 1o support

®  disaster-stricken areas immediately in the

o  eventofalarge-scale disaster. X0ea2% .

k 4 [N 4

Thanks for your listening!
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Disaster memory and
post-disaster reconstruction

Group 3
Hiromoto, Yi. Binrui

Kahoku Shimpo

* A 73-year-old resident nearby said. "l didn’t know about the
shrine, but | had heard there was a tsunami.”

* A 69-year-old local remarked. "The story of the tsunami and the
shrine isn't well-known or widely discussed.”

e e e ot oy 451 Mo

 Some people lost their loved ones to the disaster: some lost their
homes and workplaces: others lost their hometown. Now, to
rebuild the neighborhood. everywhere has been reconstructed
and made brand new. with a monument inscribed with the
occurence carved into stone.

« Their loved ones. homes, workplaces. and hometown, are
somewhere else, not where the monument locates.

Disaster memorialising: a universal phenomenon

+The OMd Testament: The Flood
“Lisbon earthquake (1755)
+The Lisbon Question
+The 2011 carthquake of the Pacific
constof T boku
“Ways of archiving and
memorialiing in Sendal

Why is disaster memorialising always happening?

« Because it makes people feel better.

* Humans instinctively feel that memorializing disasters is beneficial to
them.

« It's humanity.

Nami-Wake Shrine
(Wave-Breaker Shrine)
+ Disastrous earthquakes and tsunami occurred in 869 and 1611
* The God of the Sea rides a white horse. cutting through the
tsunami's waves and halting their advance
« Tsunami washed away the farmland
*Tenp & famine kicked in
* Moved 500 meters away from where the shrine was first built,
farther from the coast

et mccn e 11 i g O

Double Layered Town

+ Duality: the lower town before the tsunami occurred. and the
reconstructed upper town

« Aman. holding his son’s hand tightly, says to the movie’s director,
"Remember the lower town. Lower town holds you up high, to
where you and | are now.”

SRR A THEADERERCS (e, ANAEARN
Mk sneze. 4NCs

+ After the Nami-\Wake Shrine was relocated during the Tenp &
famine. the story of the God of the Sea and the lesson about
tsunami gradually faded. to which people bearly remember what
the Nami-Wake Shrine symbolizes.

« To recover from the Great East Japan Earthquake, high barriers
were constructed. and new houses were relocated to higher
ground. A monument was built in the upper town, but people's
memory and their loved ones remain buried in the lower ground.

Questions

* Why is disaster memorialising always happening?

* We human always sincerely preserve our memories of disasters.
* Do we really need to keep our memeories of disasters?
* Why, and how?

Do we really need it? Why?

* Yes. we do.
* Why?

* We need to figure out the function of disaster memory. of
memorialising disasters.
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Disaster risk reduction (DRR)

« Earthquake

* Records

* Lessons & traditions

FMEEes (ML)

measures for securing enjoyment from it. The same may be said of
the summer heat or disasters such as storms and foods. It is in our
selationship with the tyranny of nature that we first come 10 engage
ourselves in joint measures to secure early protection from such
tyranny. The apprebension of the self in climate is revealed as the
discovery of such measures; it is not the recognition of the subject.

Difference in the construction of memories

+ Japan: « China:
= 1923 A & - 1976 AL ARE
+ 19958 4R A R 2008 RMARK
< 201M e £ A RN « The care from the goverment

Collect disaster memorial materials and the whole contry

* Support disaster oral survey "Anti-earthquake monument
* Bulld memorials for the victims * The walling wall
* Set up religlous statue
P A (8T, g0 Jpv il e/ sakgal denmyor’
Question

* What should we learn from disaster?

* What kinds of disaster memory do we need?

* How should we imagine the role of the government, the
individual and the others in a disaster?

« Is there a disaster narrative leads to harmony between human
civilization and nature rather than one overpowering the other?

Disaster memorialising

« Disaster memoriaiising s important because i is the wary we wisrm our fature sebves.

* 1t Jooks simple. but actually It's only explicit sher & new disaster happens,
* B Haruki Morshann: Fulbuthions naciear keak.

T~

st Sveame”, Humib M ot

The role of disaster and post-disaster

* Political culture: Disaster(s %) with Divination(a.%)
CCRE. KRIRY: RENRSRTAY : “Everything RESHE
Is related to each other” ~ “The tool for scholar-official to iy
restrict monarehical power” 1
* Resources for social mobilization ————
+ Karl August Wittfogel: Orlental Despotism: A Comparative =
Study of Tots! Power ==
+ Elizabeth J. Perry: Rebels and Revolutionaries in North -
Chin. 184519452 "Survivel strategy” theory

TIVRANNED (IR 0 (1R (1]

Difference in the construction of memories

* Japan: « China:
* the sufferer « the rescurer and the suvivor
« Prevent the fading of disaster memory” | <OTnection between people and
. government
'fﬂwm:ol:uwumoldlmw 5y st ;
* The herotic and dogged spirit of
* Relieve the mental trauma of the % and
Vet + Man will conquer nature
* Afosling of human Weskmiex + Dry your tear, cheer up and move on

Thanks for listening!
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Praxis in East Asian Liberal Arts (10)

From September 1st to 5th, | attended this year’s
EAA Summer Institute, themed "Civilization and
Climate.” The essay serves as a reflection and a
way to reminisce the intensive yet brief five-day
session, which was a joint program with Peking
University in China. During the five days, | shared
a room with Bowen and collaborated with Binrui
and Yi on discussions and presentations. It was
my first time living, studying, and working, all-to-
gether, with students from Peking University, and
it has been a truly memorable experience.

MATSUSHIMA AND MATSUO BASHO

The first place we visited after arriving in
Sendai was Matsushima Island. Professor
Cheung told us that, poet Matsuo Basho also vis-
ited the Matsushima Island on a bright summer
day, and our boat followed the same route that he
once took.

When | learned about haiku, | discovered
that it is the shortest form of poetry in the world
with a set structure. "All those islands! Broken
into thousands of pieces, The summer sea.”
(Translated to English by Lan Hideo Levy, One of
Matsuo Basho’s poems).

Lan Hideo Levy, a contemporary Japanese-
language novelist, paraphrased the haiku, posing
a metaphor for all the islands in which protagonist
sees from the airplane. Professor remarked that,
when poet Matsuo visited the island, he didn’t
consider the island inspired him to compose

much haiku, leaving behind only one haiku about

NAKAI Hiromoto A& TT
The University of Tokyo

his boat journey. Perhaps the sea and the dis-
persed islands were much worth seeing than the
main island, where we enjoyed sushi.

ARAHAMA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND
NAMI-WAKE SHRINE

In the sophomore year of college, the story
about the Arahama Elementary School was
brought up. Arahama Elementary School func-
tioned as an evacuation site during and after the
Great East Japan Earthquake. Students, teach-
ers, staffs, and people residing nearby evacuated
to Arahama Elementary School. Though the tsu-
nami was threatening enough to reach the sec-
ond floor of the building, the building held intact
and all of the evacuees were found safely, in the
end.

After the earthquake and the subsequent
recovery, Arahama Elementary School has be-
come an exhibition site, serving as a place to
document and teach younger generations about
what happened there. Unfortunately, Arahama
Elementary School didn’t open on Mondays, and
we couldn’t enter the school. Yet, | have taken a

picture, shown below.
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The City of Sendai preserved a precious
photo, showcasing the top-floor’s image during
the tsunami and the Great East Japan Earth-
quake. By comparing the two pictures, we can
deduce the severity of the tsunami and why we
praise about the Arahama Elementary School.

The picture taken by the City of Sendai
shows the situation of the tsunami, and there
were a lot of evacuees on the rooftop.

City of Sendai (2011) K TIMIL I D%
JEINZER | Accessed 12 September 2024,
https://www.city.sendai.jp/shiminkoho/shise/dai-
shinsai/zenkoku/photoarchive/engan/009.html

Next to the Arahama Elementary School,
Nami-Wake Shrine was another spot that we vis-
ited. Nami-Wake Shrine was originally named af-
ter a tale, in which the god of sea parted the tsu-
nami, splitting the waves in half and preventing
the waves from advancing beyond the shrine.
However, the tsunami ruined the lands, and fol-
lowing the Tempo famine, the land could barely
harvest any crops. The records of the history can
sometimes be complicated and uncertain, and
there is a saying that, the shrine was relocated
500 meters from its original site, and the shrine's
deity was changed to another god to pray for the
end of famine and for a good harvest.

In the presentation, our team have dis-
cussed why and how people remember the

disaster. | have proposed a plausible explanation
why people forgot the lessons inside the Nami-
Wake shrine, after the change of god and the pur-
pose of the shrine, local elders, not mentioning
the young generations, forgot what the shrine
stood for —— more and more houses were built
nearby the coastal regions, and we have seen
that the houses were teared apart and the parts
remained on the ground distortedly.

The location and the god changed, hence
people forgetting the Nami-Wake Shine. Then, |
drew a comparison to the memorial. The monu-
ment usually is in somewhere other than the lost-
place, where people lost their homes, the loved
ones, and where their past were buried. People
don’t know where to go back to, whether the
monument or where their lost-ones were buried.

The Arahama Elementary School was dif-
ferent, since the facility serves as an exhibition
site to showcase the history and the lessons of
the Great East Japan Earthquake to the ‘outsid-
ers.” Yet, the monument is for both insiders and
outsiders: people being evacuated return to
hometown some times of the year and visit their
lost-ones here; people who are unrelated to the
earthquake come to the monument to sightsee
and to learn other people’s grief and their history.

However, the facilities for the outsiders of-
ten deviate the location of lost-ones for insiders.

To echo the discussion, | argue that we
should think about the duality of the town when
rebuilding and recovering from the natural disas-
ter. The concept of duality of the town is origi-
nated from Natsumi Seo, a film director and an
author. In her book, the duality of the town (or,
Nidyu No Machi/ Kotaichi No Uta) was purposed,
echoing the above discussion of the deviation of
memories between outsiders and insiders (F8%E,

38



2021). After the presentation, Professor Cheung
mentioned that there’s a real example of the dual
town, showcasing how the theory can possibly be
applied to the reality.

TOHOKU UNIVERSITY AND LU XUN

During the trip, other than the lesson of the
disaster, Lu Xun and inter-communication be-
tween Japan and China was another important
theme. Seeing the notes taken by Lu Xun, and
flipping through the Japanese handwritings, it is
difficult to, even, image that how smart and intel-
ligent whom Lu Xun is. It is unreal to visit the
classroom where Lu Xun used to study and Pro-
fessor Fujino used to teach, after reading the
passage a few years ago.
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Echoes of Memory and Resilience in the Wake of Disaster

This summer, | attended the EAA Summer Acad-
emy, a program co-organized by our university
and Peking University, held in Sendai, Japan.
Sendai is a city steeped in history and emotion,
primarily shaped by the profound devastation of
the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and tsu-
nami. Every corner of the town seems to carry a
story of trauma and resilience.

We explored urban and rural areas during
our visit, immersing ourselves in the local culture
and way of life. One recurring theme in our dis-
cussions was the concept of “flido,” which refers
to more than just geography and climate; it de-
scribes the profound relationship between people
and their environment. Sendai, situated on the
Pacific Ring of Fire, is vulnerable to frequent seis-
mic activity, and its coastal location leaves it ex-
posed to tsunamis and the effects of climate
change. This “fido” shapes every aspect of life,
from agriculture and fishing to cultural custom. It
influences how people think, remember, and un-
derstand their place in the world.

One of the most impactful experiences of
the program was visiting areas devastated by the
tsunami, as well as the memorials and museums
that
Cheung guided us and shared historical facts and

commemorate the disaster. Professor
his connection to the region. His insights made
the recovery process feel real, showing us that
recovery isn’t just about rebuilding physical struc-
tures—it's about healing emotional and psycho-

logical wounds that often take longer. Walking

Binze Han g&&=
The University of Tokyo

through areas that had once been destroyed, |
was struck by the contrast between the signs of
recovery—new homes and businesses—and the
lingering scars of devastation. It was a powerful
reminder of life’s fragility and the long, arduous

path to full recovery.

As visitors, we could never fully grasp what
it's like to experience such a disaster firsthand.
Memory, especially in disaster, is intensely per-
sonal and often difficult to articulate. Even for
those willing to share their stories, the weight of
their experiences can be hard to convey fully.
This made me realize just how limited our under-
standing is as outsiders. We saw only a tiny piece
of a larger, more personal narrative.

A pivotal moment came during Professor
Sun’s comments after the student presentations.
He posed a question that deeply resonated with
me: “What truly separates those who have expe-
rienced disaster from those who haven't?” This
question challenged my earlier assumptions. Be-
fore coming to Sendai, | thought of earthquake
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and tsunami survivors as fundamentally different
from myself—people who had endured unimagi-
nable hardship. However, Professor Sun’s ques-
tion made me realize that while we may not have
lived through that specific disaster, we all carry
our forms of pain, struggle, and loss. In that
sense, the gap between us and the survivors
wasn’t as wide as | had imagined. This realization
shifted my perspective. | began to see us not
merely as observers but as part of a broader,
shared human experience of coping with trauma,
recovery, and environmental challenges.

As climate change continues to reshape the
world, the experiences of the people of Sendai
may become increasingly relevant to us all. Nat-
ural disasters are becoming more frequent and
severe, and the lessons we learned here—about
resilience, adaptation, and memory—have much
to teach us. Recovery is not just about rebuilding
homes and infrastructure but also lives and com-
munities. Even years after the disaster, that pro-
cess is ongoing. It's crucial to remember the
events themselves and the lessons they've
taught us about resilience, compassion, and the
power of community. This responsibility doesn’t
fall solely on those who lived through the disas-
ter—it's one we all share.

I now feel a more profound sense of respon-
sibility—remembering what happened in Sendai,
carrying forward the lessons I've learned, and ap-
plying them to my life and community. I'm im-
mensely grateful to the professors who made this
program possible, and | feel incredibly fortunate
to have been part of such a meaningful experi-
ence. It has changed how | think about disaster,
memory, and recovery and has reminded me that
we are all part of a shared human story. As we
face an uncertain future, we can learn much from

the strength and resilience of people of Sendai.

46



Summer Institute ¥R

SOIMEFE(CHE 2 EBIC123 SISNTSH
DIz, BIFELERD ESMEFETEER O
EOD., SEHIHMUEADHKRHMEEWDZET
IERBICED EAf> TV EERRU Tz, FACEDT
SEID SI NDENMIIEE(CBREDHDED(CIR
DEERLUTND. BRI ZILRARFDFELE
PRLSIEDZV. REZF> TRAPDOEEZ
ENREDICLIEVNENWSEDTHDEM, 1l
BENDS TR DESYD, KEDEKHFREZ
BERACFBZ TS EEFDANEDHRTY]
HTOFBRTSEOTOZ T U MMIESMTER
CEZEIIFRBICEETHOEEERTND,

2 HE(C(HMUETARDEHRNESGEREK D =
Tolz. BAZEDMEERRNASDIIL—X
(FFER (SO EMN DTz L. FRICHTTERDIE
K=ZFeRe0EEZRFZUEXL(CDNTD
IBfi#x>, SEIDT 1 —ILR KUwFICDWVTD
BRIz, EANICE 2 HEDESSEED
RBRZ(IIERICHRN TH > 2. hEEFDOERE
BHFNETI)ILERVWCERDES TR, EE

KOINUMA Yoshimune /NFHBFLC
The University of Tokyo

RIKDETEIREZITDEFITH D, FEFTDR
ETENSICDOVWTESNERN DRI o T2
EEEBULTWD. BEBEDIIL—TDREXT(E
[At] EVWDHERE [KE] ZREhESEIZED
ZEMEUTEESDE. ENEITIEETHLN
TFEHTEREXI CVWDIKECHITDIER S E
HIBERMDEZ(CRSBDZENTE. U
BICH T DRATARZIFC (BRI DI EN
TElERUE,

3 HERBFBEHDREZITIEID THDNN
SEREFERRDIERKRFZOEE AT
=5(C 1 DEDORZBIROED (FFREEFHILA
BEREBETRAT D ENIBIRNTH D2
[CHREFRICKDEEMMTONZ. ZNUFFAC
EDTEIRICFVLOZ2ITHoE. FY
FERZHEMD., ATZMDCLCERZE
WP EESNTV BRI EDD. £k
DIRENTEITATOERIEFLALTERN
DEERRUTT, BFHIERAFDORETHEZ b
SORNRRENHFRICRVWEENZ—HTS

47



sfeERRUTz, FRIIBRZFFRE. Az E
ATEDS (CERERIB L. EJIL—TER1
PNEDOZHES 1 BoOE—», FEDOEE
TEEZEDDANS V. BF 3 BEIEE
DI —TEIFEICE UDICERICEDHA.
BRHRFETEECBHLDONEETH D, SI DHF
THEREGEMRETHDERU D, BlRAHCH
BANCRITEOPR TRBELLDIE 4 HBT
HD. RERSHARTE UATZRRNEDD
ERICEZELIZD. B@E&%*Dbtﬁﬁ
LD I 2DR&EE IRV L. RE(CED
Lﬁot%bmﬁbt55obﬁb7@dm#
B B EBNRD 3 AFEB (CIERKFERERBRFN
EX CVWBBMR LS T LR <MLBZEIC
Ufze COREDUERIBOKRDRTHDINED
ZFNEEUARNTH DD,
FIREDPRRDLSRTERT AT IV
REPDIZIFICEEEST ., IERKFEDHIRE
EDMIODDHRTE, EFEOEDELERLT
RELHERETERERUDEDZRET &N
TEz, PIRIEPEBDEFENTH D, FalFE
F SI (CENMUBRIEB D DREERFEEN (CB
ENR<. EFERAEEEORBIBEC(IRER
BAuTuen, BIFMICIERAFETORREBF
ZREBRUIEC &0 SE S| (CEIMUIZADHRT
(FFEEDANREBZFEI EOTSZIEE
HBEIT. FEAEDRFBENTEEBTITIONT
Wb, BoBEEEBNIICHEEZRAVNTE
UMD ENTERERUZ. EFED
S| TEZDHRERERELTBIFTWLWZDTS
ElD S| TFZEDBEZEZENK CECIEICEND
TERRUD. RPSTEXEROI> I KT
BNV HILTOTS AENWSEBDONERE
<HIEERICBEERERE T ERUE. FA
B0 —TTEhEEZECREEZEED
DOI—TimEirolz. REET—TICHU
THRWSDHE < BEORNS(CIEFENREL
TWBE DRSO ERBDIN. DMNSIRUVER

[CRAUTIEIIN—TDARTECHZT TINE
D, FEEHASETENANEE(FDOKDEL
TNED, BB PLAARBZHED THRIALED
LTNT, DIL—T DM CFIER (CR%H U
TWB, FEEEOEVMEADE XS ERE
FTREVWDIEKRTIFRVA, EDSEEOFEEN
EF O T DODFEBICDVNTimERERNT &
WADOHBLAVEERNRZ TETERNLD
—[BEDDHIEDICIRDERUZ. 5T
U@ SEIHEEORE ST —I)LR MUY
TORBZBEEMSIF CEmLizc&ET. &FED
MOIELSTHMND TUVVRVEETRZIZSI &
EERT, BRICED THMD I SWEFHIRH
KNRBEZ RXOBIRUITWVWETI > EBD
DONTEELVAD S ENTERERUZ. D
CEERERRED—DTHDERU.
BREICBEDZETIEHDN. CDKDIC
Summer Institute ZHFDR<ITS T ENTEE
DIFFEZBHLUTLLZEo> 2D, =&
HUTLZEo>eD UeBdgmnr 2>, /R
JLOZBFEP—YIDFHNEEBE LTS ZED
JERAFY ITDHBE LY, —fEICSmuT<nez
FreBEDOHEMNTTH D EZZFAICH TG
DR2ERUIEW,

48



2024 Summer Institute Report -Civilization, Fudo and Disasters-

In 2024, the theme of our Summer Institute was
"Civilization and Climate." It was my third time
participating in the short-term institute under the
EAA program, and | must say, it left the deepest
impression on me. This was not only because it
was held offline, but also because we gathered in
Sendai, rather than Tokyo or Beijing, and had the
chance to visit the ruins of the 2011 Great East
Japan Earthquake in person.

What made this Summer Institute particu-
larly meaningful for me were its core values and
main topics, which are deeply connected to my
interests and experiences in Japan. These in-
clude civilization, fudo, and disasters.

As an exchange student during my five-
month stay at the University of Tokyo, | often
found myself making unconscious cultural com-
parisons between China and Japan. These
ranged from everyday observations, such as the
price of vegetables in supermarkets, to the subtle
differences in how Japanese and Chinese people
approach the same things. | tried to identify char-
acteristics that are deeply rooted in each civiliza-
tion.

During the last EAA lunch meeting, every
exchange student was asked to share their re-
flections on their time abroad. At that time, | ex-
pressed the view that for each civilization, distinc-
tiveness is more important than any other factor,
especially in the modern world. Differences are
what make one culture stand out from others. In
today’s globalized world, many cities share a

ZHANG Liaoliao KT
Peking University

similar sense of modernity—a concept shaped by
Western society. Modern cities, whether Tokyo,
Beijing, or others, often have elements in com-
mon, such as skyscrapers and metro systems etc.
However, what sets Tokyo or Beijing apart from
other metropolises is their unique qualities, even
the smallest nuances. To me, culture today is
about these distinct differences.

So, from my observation, the key to effec-
tive cross-cultural communication is to engage
with and discover these differences, and most im-
portantly, to understand and respect them. Also,
| think this is the essence of our program.

The second topic is fudo, or “Feng Tu” in
Chinese, which provides a holistic view of socie-
ties by integrating local customs, environment,
and moral orders. As Prof. Zhang mentioned in
her lecture, introducing fudo into academic dis-
course today not only offers a more integrated
and comprehensive approach to studying socie-
ties but also provides a way to move beyond
western epistemologies.

The discussion of fudo aligns closely with
my own academic interests. As a student who
study in material culture in ancient Chinese his-
tory, | often observe how confident humans have
been throughout history. People tend to ignore
the non-human elements around them and em-
phasize human power. Aside from fudo records,
it is rare to find documentation of non-human fac-
tors in Chinese traditional recording system. Yet,
history has shown that nature is what humans
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truly depend on for survival. Thus, the concept of
fudo reminds us to focus on the beings and nat-
ural environment that surround us, helping us un-
derstand the fundamental principles that shape
society.

Last but not least, disaster was a central
theme throughout the Summer Institute. To be
honest, before coming to Japan, | had never ex-
perienced any natural disasters. Since | have
been born and raised in Beijing, where such
events rarely occur. However, my time in Japan
seemed to be filled with disaster-related experi-
ences. The first time | directly experienced an
earthquake was in the library at Komaba campus.
One evening in June, around 8 p.m., the study
table and bookshelves suddenly started shaking,
creating the unique sounds of an earthquake. |
was terrified and tried to resist the urge to hide
under the table. However, the Japanese students
around me remained calm, continuing with their
work as if nothing had happened. This was the
first moment | realized that natural disasters, like
earthquakes, are simply part of daily life in Japan.

In addition to natural disasters, | also wit-
nessed the severe consequences of man-made
disasters, known as kougai in Japanese. During
the EAA field trip this spring, we visited Tomioka

in Gunma Prefecture to gain a deeper under-
standing of modernization and environmental is-
sues. We visited the Tomioka Silk Mill and the re-
mains of the Ashio copper mine, the site of a ma-
jor pollution incident in Japan. By visiting several
sites about the Ashio copper mine incident, |
gradually realized that the environmental prob-
lems brought about by industrialization have a
wider scope, deeper impact, and longer duration
than | had imagined. It seemed that in the pro-
cess of industrialization in late-developing coun-
tries, irreconcilable contradictions arise between
individuals and collectives, and between humans
and nature.

Just as | mentioned before, my time in Ja-
pan seemed to be filled with disaster-related ex-
periences. | realized that disasters, to some ex-
tent, are a part of Japanese fudo—they live with
disasters and face them directly, which fosters a
deep respect for all beings.

At the end of my report, | would like to ex-
press my sincere gratitude to Prof. Zhang and Ms.
Watanabe for all their support and patience. |
spent joyful and meaningful moments during my
exchange in Japan, and | hope that the coopera-
tion between EAA and Yuanpei College will last
long into the future, allowing more students to
participate in the program and building a friendly
bridge between the younger generations of China
and Japan.
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Summer Institute 2024: Day 1 Field trip in Sendai

The EAA Summer Institute 2024 started from 2" September, bringing Peking University

and University of Tokyo students to Sendai, Tohoku.

ST e o ﬁ.‘:‘:ﬂ - R =

The first destination of our field trip was Matsushima, an island with its rich natural
scenery and historical heritage. After having lunch at Matsushima’s fish market, we
visited the coastal areas of Sendai City. We visited Arahama Elementary School, the
ruins of the Great East Japan Earthquake which has been preserved as a disaster
memorial site. We then visited Namiwake Shrine. As the name
suggests, Namiwake translate to “separating wave.” This religious landscape reminds
us of the ways in which people try to live with natural disasters by building sacred sites
and engaging in worship and veneration practices. In Yuriage, we had the opportunity
to learn about the city’s post-disaster reconstruction and how people try to rebuild their
lives in post-disaster period.

This field trip offered a precious chance to reflect on the theme of this year’s

Summer Institute—Climate/Fengtu/Fudo and Civilization. As two lectures given by

Professor Qu Jingdong and Professor Zhang Fan on the following day,
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Climate/Fengtu/Fudo potentially orients us to an ontological shift in thinking the
formation and transformation of civilizations.

The first day of Summer Institute ended with a warm welcome party.

Reported by Li Jia (Ph.D. student, The University of Tokyo)
Photographed by LI Jia (Ph.D. student, The University of Tokyo)
and WATANABE Rie (EAA, The University of Tokyo)
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Summer Institute 2024 Day 2: Lecture by Professor Qu Jingdong

On the second day of the EAA program, students from Peking University and the
University of Tokyo attended a lecture by Professor Qu Jingdong from Peking
University’s Department of Sociology, titled Sociology as a Study of Civilization.

The lecture focused on the role of sociology in understanding the interaction
between civilization and modernization. During the session, Professor Qu emphasized
that sociology must extend beyond contemporary social issues and consider the deeper
historical roots of civilizations. He explained how the works of Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim,
and Max Weber offer valuable insights into the development of modern societies. He
also stressed the importance of each society developing its own sociological approach,
reflecting its unique cultural and historical context. Professor Qu further discussed the
challenges modernization presents, noting that while it brings economic development, it
also introduces new social contradictions. He pointed out that sociology’s role is to
uncover and address these contradictions. The lecture also highlighted the importance
of adopting a global perspective in sociological research. Professor Qu encouraged
students to explore how different civilizations interact and influence each other, stressing
the need to balance local experiences with broader global viewpoints to better

understand social change.

Reported by HAN Binze (The University of Tokyo)
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Summer Institute 2024 Day 2: Lecture by Professor Zhang Fan

The second lecture, delivered by Prof. ZHANG Fan, Assistant Professor at Peking
University’s Sociology Department, was titled “Civilization and Climate” (388 & & 1).
Prof. ZHANG began with a brief introduction to modern anthropology, which focuses on
the study of small communities within larger societies through observations and
fieldwork. She pointed out its limitations, such as power imbalances between
researchers and subjects, and the lack of domestic perspectives.

Prof. ZHANG then introduced the Chinese concept of “Feng Tu” (X 1), offering a
holistic view of societies by integrating local customs, environment, and moral orders.
This aligns with the trend of “indigenous” anthropology, where scholars study their own
societies to challenge Western epistemologies. To explain “Feng Tu” in more detail, Prof.
ZHANG analyzed three texts of “Feng Tu Ji” (K ti2).

In conclusion, “Feng Tu” challenges the rigid divisions in modern social science by
emphasizing the interconnection of humans, nature, and culture. It offers a way to move
beyond “Western individualism” and provides a more integrated and comprehensive

approach to studying societies.

Reported by ZHANG Liaoliao (Peking University)
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Summer Institute 2024: Day3

The third day of Summer Institute began with a visit in Archives and Lu Xun’s Lecture
Hall at Tohoku University. Following the farewell party, students gave their presentations

at the Sendai Mediatheque.

The presentation given by Group one (Maruyama Mai, Wakabayashi Manabu, and
Ouyang Yafei) raised the question of how to develop a comparative perspective in
analyzing modern civilization in China and Japan. They anchored their discussions in
the contexts of natural environments, civil lives, and rapidly changing social realities in
both societies.

The presentation of Group two (Tani Shiori, Chen Leyan and Zheng Bowen)
focused on the relationship between human and nature. They referred to the text Watsuiji
Tetsuro’s A Climateand the Chinese context of {Ef&/X £12) and examine different ways
in which humans interact with nature under different climate conditions. After shifting
from theoretical texts to empirical experiences, they further discussed how people in
Japan have been coping with natural disasters such as the Tsunami.

Reflecting on the field trip of September 2", Group three (Nakai Hiromoto, Xue Yi,
Gu Binrui) gave the presentation titled “Disaster memory and post-disaster

reconstruction.” They first touched upon the post-disaster life Sendai by discussing how
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people remember and mourn their loss that were buried in the vanishing town. Then,
they raised the question about the social meanings of disaster memorializing, and
discussed how disaster memorializing might socially, emotionally, affectively, and
politically shape the ways people live in the present.

Group four (made up of Zhang Liaoliao, Koinuma Yoshimune, Binze Han)
presented on the topic “Reconstruction of Fudo: Lessons from the 3.11 Great East Japan
Earthquake.” They first compared the different notions of Fengtu (in Chinese) and Fudo
(in Japanese). Then, group members reflected on the field trip of September 2", and
discussed the reconstitution of Natori city in post-disaster period. Focusing on the notion
of well-being, they discussed the importance of expanding post-disaster reconstruction

from physical aspects to interpersonal networks, cultural and public life.

Photographed by LI Jia (Ph.D. student, The University of Tokyo)
and WATANABE Rie (EAA, The University of Tokyo)
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Afterword

Cheung Ching-yuen
sk BO=
HENACHHFRRIEEE

Fiddo is a concept coined by Watsuji Tetsurd, one of the most important modern
Japanese philosophers. This notion about wind and earth is, unfortunately, translated
as “climate” in English. In his book Fado (1935), Watsuji mentions the phenomenon of
climate, but he explains clearly that fido is more than climate. He writes, “My purpose
in this study is to clarify the function of climate as a factor within the structure of human
existence.” Precisely speaking, he defines fiido “as a general term for the natural envi-
ronment of a given land, its climate, its weather, the geological and productive nature of
the soil, its topographic and scenic features. The ancient term for this concept was Sui-
do, which might be literally translated as ‘Water and Earth.’ Behind these terms lies the
ancient view of Nature as man's environment compounded of earth, water, fire, and wind.
It is not without reason that | wish to treat this natural environment of man not as ‘nature’
but as ‘fido’ in the above sense.” (translation modified) In this year’s summer institute,
we had a chance to visit Sendai, a city with a rich fido in terms of nature and culture.
Along the coastline, we visited Matsushima, one of the three most scenic spots of Japan
and where the national treasure Zuiganji is located. We also visited Arahama and Yu-
riage, two local villages devastated by the tsunami in 2011. While in some cases we
may have to forget the traumatic memory of disasters, we need to protect fiddo, which
could be destroyed easily by natural disasters or atrocities. How can we preserve the
memory of fiido? We made a visit to Namiwake Jinja, a shrine not only as a religious
facility but also as a memory device. From my reading of Watsuji’s Pilgrimage to the
Ancient Temples in Nara (1919), doing a pilgrimage to the temple or shrines is not for
religious reason but a philosophical one: to recollect the memory in the past, to reflect
on our daily life, and to hope for a better future. Following the footsteps of Lu Xun (1881-
1936), who studied in Sendai 120 years ago, | hope we can have a better understanding

of Lu Xun as well as ourselves.
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